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I. PURPOSE 

A. BACKGROUND 

The City of San Antonio, acting by and through City Public Service Board (“CPS Energy”) is 
issuing this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) to solicit formal proposals from companies (each a 
“Respondent”) for the purchase of electric energy, electric capacity and related benefits 
(“Products”) from generation resources to support the FlexPOWER BundleSM which is the next 
step along our Flexible PathSM.  The Flexible PathSM is our strategic approach to thoughtfully 
discover, explore and implement new power generation solutions over the next 20 years and 
beyond, transforming our generation fleet to lower and non-emitting resources.   
 
FlexPOWER BundleSM will replace a portion of our existing aging power generation capacity.  
The FlexPOWER BundleSM has been broadly designed to add up to:  
 900 MW of solar resources,  
 50 MW of energy storage; and  
 Up to 500 MW of all-source firming capacity.  
 
We will generally assess all the submissions across CPS Energy’s following enterprise GUIDING 
VALUE PILLARS & FOUNDATION: 
 

 
 
Our Guiding Pillars of Reliability, Customer Affordability, Security, Safety, Environmental 
Responsibility, and Resiliency, built on a Foundation of consistently remaining Financially 
Responsible, are at the forefront of our strategies, processes and decision making.  Our customers 
and our community are our key stakeholders, and we are committed to listening to their ideas, 
hearing their concerns, and continually receiving their feedback to make actionable decisions. 
Based on initial surveying we have conducted, we know that having Reliable and Affordable 
power is important for our customers. CPS Energy also relies on an actively caring safety culture 
that protects the physical safety of our employees and customers and also provides solutions for 
cybersecurity challenges that the industry faces daily to ensure a more resilient grid operation. 
Environmentally Responsible power generation is also a highly rated consideration among our 
customers, and CPS Energy is currently proud to be a leader in both solar and wind power in Texas 
and the nation.  Foundationally, CPS Energy will continue to make Financially Responsible 
decisions that maintain customer affordability while upholding our superior credit ratings. 
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B. ABOUT CPS ENERGY 

CPS Energy is the nation’s largest municipally owned energy utility providing both natural gas 
and electric service.  Acquired by the City of San Antonio in 1942, CPS Energy serves more than 
840,000 electric customers and 352,000 natural gas customers in and around San Antonio (1,515 
square mile service area).  CPS Energy is governed by a five-person Board of Trustees, consisting 
of the Mayor of the City of San Antonio and four citizens representing the four geographical 
quadrants of the City of San Antonio (the “Board”).  Information about CPS Energy’s history, 
operations and management, and Flexible Path is available on www.cpsenergy.com. 

C. STATEMENT OF INTENT 

CPS Energy intends to enter into power purchase agreements (each a “PPA”) and/or other 
agreement types with multiple companies (collectively, the “Agreements”) for up to 900 MW of 
photovoltaic (“PV”) solar generation, up to 50 MW of energy storage and up to 500 MW of all-
source firming capacity and/or energy from other qualifying technologies.  The eligible types of 
Products, technologies and ownership structures being solicited are described further in Section 
II.A. below.  Details on the proposal submission process and the proposal evaluation process are 
also described further in this RFP.   
 
The process of issuing and responding to this RFP, evaluation and selection of proposals, and the 
negotiation and approval of the Agreements is known as the “Solicitation”.  Parties who are 
interested in participating in the Solicitation must first register and be approved for participation 
by CPS Energy as described further in this RFP (“Participants”).  Participants who subsequently 
submit all required data, documents and other information in compliance with the requirements of 
this RFP (a “Proposal”) become Respondents. This RFP sets forth the terms and conditions by 
which CPS Energy will perform the Solicitation.  A Participant agrees to be bound by all the terms, 
conditions and other provisions of this RFP and any changes or supplements to it that may be 
issued by CPS Energy.  This RFP governs the Solicitation and supersedes any other written or oral 
form of communication between a Participant and CPS Energy concerning the Solicitation. 
 
D. SOLICITATION PORTAL AND RESTRICTION ON COMMUNICATIONS 
CPS Energy has opened a web-based portal hosted on the PowerAdvocate sourcing platform (the 
“Solicitation Portal” or “Portal”).  All information exchanged between the Participant and CPS 
Energy concerning the Solicitation must only be via the Portal from the time the Portal is open 
until it is closed by CPS Energy.  Through the Portal, CPS Energy has the ability to observe 
information uploaded by the Participants prior to the deadline for Proposal submittal.  The Portal 
allows a Participant to see only its own information and not the information of other Participants.   
 
Also, through the Portal CPS Energy has the ability to communicate with the Participants.  Other 
than written communication through the Portal, Participants are prohibited from 
communicating with CPS Energy employees, representatives, staff, or Board Members 
regarding the Solicitation during the period in which the Portal is open.  Restricted 
communication includes, but is not limited to, “thank you” letters, phone calls, emails, and any 
contact that results in the direct or indirect discussion of the Solicitation and/or submitted 
proposals.  Violation of this provision by Participants or their agents may lead to disqualification.   
 
The web link to the Portal hosted by Power Advocate is shown below.  
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https://www.poweradvocate.com/pR.do?okey=110873&pubEvent=true 
 
A Participant is responsible for ensuring it has registered for, and posts documents to, the correct 
portal hosted by PowerAdvocate.  The Participant registering for access to the Portal must be the 
future Respondent and counterparty with which CPS Energy will engage and not consultants or 
attorneys for the Participant. 
 
A Participant must not disclose its participation in this Solicitation (other than by attendance at 
any meeting held by CPS Energy with respect to the Solicitation) or collaborate on, or discuss with 
any other Participant or potential Participant bidding strategies or the substance of any Proposal(s), 
including without limitation the price or any other terms or conditions of any Proposal(s). 
 

E. SCHEDULE 

The key milestones for the Solicitation and their currently scheduled dates are provided in the table 
below. 
 
Milestone Date 
Portal opened for interested party registration and communication Mon 11/30/20 
RFP and other Solicitation documents posted to the Portal Mon 11/30/20 
Pre-Bid Presentation Recording posted to the Portal Mon 12/9/20 10:00 a.m. 

(Central time) 
Deadline for Submittal of Questions, after which CPS Energy 
may not Respond 

Tue 1/12/21 by 5:00 p.m. 
(Central time) 

Deadline for Proposal Submittal - Portal closed to further posting 
by Participants, evaluation begins 

Mon 2/1/21 by 3:00 p.m. 
(Central time) 

 
This schedule and documents associated with the Solicitation are subject to change at CPS 
Energy’s sole discretion at any time and for any reason. CPS Energy will endeavor to notify 
Participants of any changes to the Solicitation but shall not be liable for any costs or liability 
incurred by Participants or any other party due to a change or for failing to provide notice or 
acceptable notice of any change.  Participants should factor this schedule and any changes thereto 
into their project development timelines and Proposals. 

F. PRE-BID PRESENTATION RECORDING 

CPS Energy will not host an in-person live pre-bid meeting or webcast regarding the Solicitation 
due to concerns over potential technical difficulties in live hosting such a large event and fairness 
to potential Participants from distant time zones.  Instead, CPS Energy will prepare a video 
recording concerning the RFP and the overall Solicitation process.  The recording will include 
video of a presentation deck and audio of the speakers presenting the deck.  The recording will be 
posted to the Portal on or before the date identified in the Schedule section of this RFP.  Viewing 
of the recording is not mandatory for Participants.   
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II. PRODUCTS AND REQUIREMENTS 

A. ELIGIBLE PRODUCTS 

 
The following Products are eligible for Proposal in response to the RFP. 
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1. Solar Photovoltaics 

        

 

  

Solar PV (900 MW) 
 PV Only PV + Integrated Storage 

 

Transmission 
Scale Solar PV 

(“TPV”) 

Distribution Scale 
Solar PV (“DPV”) 

Community Solar 
("CPV") 

Transmission 
Scale Solar plus 

Storage (“TPVS”) 

Distribution Scale Solar 
plus Storage (“DPVS”) 

Community Solar plus 
Storage (“CPVS”) 

1 Product Type Unit Contingent Electric Energy and Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) 

2 
Resource 

Ownership 
Respondent 

3 Resource Status Existing or Proposed New 

4 
Access to 
Resource 

All Hours 

5 Term 10-25 Years 

6 First Delivery As soon as possible, Respondent to propose 

7 Size => 50 MW 
5-9.95 MWac, <=10 MWac aggregate 

per substation 
=> 50 MW 

5-9.95 MWac, <=10 MWac aggregate per 
substation 

8 Interconnection 

ERCOT Grid 
or CPS Energy 
Bulk Electric 
System (BES) 

13 kV or 35 kV CPS Energy distribution 
circuit  

ERCOT Grid or 
CPS Energy Bulk 
Electric System 

(BES) 

13 kV or 35 kV CPS Energy distribution circuit  

9 Delivery Point 

Resource 
Node and HB 
North or HB 

South 

Distribution Generation Resource (DGR) 
Node, or Settlement-Only Distribution 

Generator (SODG) Node, and Load 
Zone CPS  

Resource Node 
and HB North or 

HB South 

Distribution Generation Resource (DGR) Node, or 
Settlement-Only Distribution Generator (SODG) 

Node, and Load Zone CPS  

10 
Storage 

Duration 
N/A 2 hour minimum 

11 Storage Cycles N/A At least 1 cycle per day 

13 Pricing $/MWh for all energy and RECs 
Melded $/MWh for all energy and RECs.  Proposal must also breakout 

$/MWh for solar energy and RECs and $/kW-month for storage for 
informational purposes. 

14 
Allowed Price 

Escalation 
None 
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Solar PV (900 MW) 
 PV Only PV + Integrated Storage 

 

Transmission 
Scale Solar PV 

(“TPV”) 

Distribution Scale 
Solar PV (“DPV”) 

Community Solar 
("CPV") 

Transmission 
Scale Solar plus 

Storage (“TPVS”) 

Distribution Scale Solar 
plus Storage (“DPVS”) 

Community Solar plus 
Storage (“CPVS”) 

15 
Other Key 

Requirements 

Tier 1 
components 

required 

Tier 1 components 
required.  Smaller 

resources 
acceptable if 
aggregated to 

specified minimum 
with CPS Energy 
access to meter 
telemetry and 

ability to control 
the resources at 

least at the 
aggregate level. 

Tier 1 components 
required.  Smaller 

resources 
acceptable if 
aggregated to 

specified minimum 
with CPS Energy 
access to meter 
telemetry and 

ability to control 
the resources at 

least at the 
aggregate level. 

Capacity of 
storage component 
cannot exceed the 
capacity of solar 

component.  
Storage must be 
chargeable from 
the grid by CPS 
Energy after tax 
benefit period. 

Capacity of storage 
component cannot 

exceed the capacity of 
solar component.  
Storage must be 

chargeable from the 
grid by CPS Energy 

after tax benefit period. 
Smaller resources 

acceptable if aggregated 
to specified minimum 

with CPS Energy access 
to meter telemetry and 
ability to control the 

resources at least at the 
aggregate level. 

Capacity of storage 
component cannot 

exceed the capacity of 
solar component.  
Storage must be 

chargeable from the 
grid by CPS Energy 

after tax benefit period. 
Smaller resources 

acceptable if aggregated 
to specified minimum 

with CPS Energy 
access to meter 

telemetry and ability to 
control the resources at 
least at the aggregate 

level. 
 

2. Energy Storage 

      

  
Storage (50 MW)  

 Transmission Scale Storage (“TS”) Distribution Scale Storage (“DS”) Community Storage ("CS") 
1 Product Type Unit Contingent Capacity dispatchable by CPS Energy 
2 Resource Ownership Respondent 
3 Resource Status Existing or Proposed New 
4 Access to Resource All Hours 
5 Term 10-25 Years 
6 First Delivery Respondent to propose 
7 Size => 10 MW 5-9.95 MWac, <=10 MWac aggregate per substation 
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Storage (50 MW)  

 Transmission Scale Storage (“TS”) Distribution Scale Storage (“DS”) Community Storage ("CS") 

8 Interconnection 
ERCOT Grid or CPS Energy Bulk 

Electric System (BES) 
13 kV or 35 kV CPS Energy distribution circuit  

9 Delivery Point 
Resource Node and HB North or HB 

South 
Distribution Generation Resource (DGR) Node, or Settlement-Only Distribution 

Generator (SODG) Node, and Load Zone CPS 
10 Storage Duration 2 hour minimum 
11 Storage Cycles At least 1 cycle per day 
13 Pricing $/kW-month capacity payment 

14 
Allowed Price 

Escalation 
Capacity Payment - fixed (0%), VOM - escalation allowed. 

15 
Other Key 

Requirements 
Storage must be chargeable from the grid by CPS Energy. 

 

3. Firming 

        

  

Firming (500 MW)  

 
Transmission Scale 
Firming All Hours 

(“TF”) 

Transmission Scale 
Firming 4 Hours 

(“TF4”) 

Transmission Scale 
Firming 6 Hours 

(“TF6”) 

Transmission Scale Long-
Duration Storage based 

Firming 12 Hours 
(“TF12”) 

Distribution Scale Firming (“DF”) 

1 Product Type 

Unit Contingent 
Capacity 

dispatchable by CPS 
Energy 

Unit Contingent Capacity and Energy Unit Contingent Capacity dispatchable by CPS Energy 

2 
Resource 

Ownership 
Respondent 

3 Resource Status Existing or Proposed New 

4 
Access to 
Resource 

All Hours 

5 Term Gas Fired 4-10 Years, Others 10-25 Years 
6 First Delivery Respondent to propose, delivery by the beginning of peak season (June 1) of the proposed year is preferred but not required. 

7 Size => 50 MW 
5-9.95 MWac, <=10 MWac 

aggregate per substation 
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Firming (500 MW)  

 
Transmission Scale 
Firming All Hours 

(“TF”) 

Transmission Scale 
Firming 4 Hours 

(“TF4”) 

Transmission Scale 
Firming 6 Hours 

(“TF6”) 

Transmission Scale Long-
Duration Storage based 

Firming 12 Hours 
(“TF12”) 

Distribution Scale Firming (“DF”) 

8 Interconnection ERCOT Grid or CPS Energy Bulk Electric System (CBES) 
13 kV or 35 kV CPS Energy 

distribution circuit 

9 Delivery Point Resource Node and HB North or HB South 

Distribution Generation Resource 
(DGR) Node, or Settlement-Only 
Distribution Generator (SODG) 

Node, and Load Zone CPS  

10 Storage Duration Unlimited 4 hours 6 hours 12 hours Unlimited 
11 Storage Cycles N/A At least 1 cycle per day N/A 
12 Firming Duration Unlimited 4 hours 6 hours 12 hours Unlimited 

13 Pricing 
$/kW-month capacity payment and a non-fuel VOM charge in $/MWh.  Negotiate fuel management, contracting, and scheduling as 

applicable. 

14 
Allowed Price 

Escalation 
Capacity Payment - fixed (0%), VOM - escalation allowed, fuel negotiated as applicable 

15 
Other Key 

Requirements 
A storage resource must be chargeable from the grid by CPS Energy.  Any resource must have a CO2 emissions rate < 1,000 

lb/MWh, with ramp rates and cycling capabilities equal to or better than a natural gas-fired combined cycle resource. 
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4. Additional Product Specifications 

A Proposal must be for one of the eligible Products described in the above section.  Products that 
are not eligible include, but are not limited to, energy or capacity that is not electrical (for example, 
thermal energy storage without conversion to electric energy), energy or capacity that is not 
provided from a specific resource (a “System Sale”), renewable energy credits without the 
associated energy (“Unbundled RECs”), and financial instruments used to mitigate variable cost 
exposure without associated energy or capacity (“Financial Firming”).   
 
Delivery dates for Products must be as soon as possible.  For storage and firming Products, delivery 
by the beginning of peak season (June 1) of the proposed year is preferred but not required. 
 
Solar technologies that are not eligible include, but are not limited to, solar trough, solar thermal, 
solar dish engine.   
 
Respondents whose proposals include Solar PV technologies are encouraged to configure the Solar 
PV resources to maximize energy delivery during hours that are most valuable to CPS Energy.  
Information concerning the hours that are most valuable to CPS Energy is provided in Exhibit C 
entitled “Information On Most Valuable Hours” and attached hereto. 
 
Natural gas fired technologies that meet the CO2 emission and other features listed under Other 
Key Requirements are eligible (“Eligible Thermal”).  Coal-fired resources are not Eligible 
Thermal.  Respondents whose proposals include Eligible Thermal technologies are encouraged to 
include carbon offset, sequestration or other benefits that reduce the net carbon emissions 
attributable to the proposed resource.  Other technologies consistent with the requirements 
described in the requirements table for Firming resources will be considered eligible and will be 
evaluated. 
 
A Proposal for the Transmission Scale Firming All Hours (“TF”) product or the Distribution Scale 
Firming (“DF”) product may be from an Eligible Thermal or other eligible technology-based 
resource that is available for unlimited dispatch by CPS Energy.  Proposals for the Transmission 
Scale Firming 4 Hours (“TF4”) and the Transmission Scale Firming 6 Hours (“TF6”) product may 
be from an Eligible Thermal or other eligible technology-based resource that is available for 
scheduling by CPS Energy for 4 or 6 hours a day, respectively.  A Proposal for Transmission Scale 
Long-Duration Storage based Firming 12 Hours (“TF12”) may only be from an eligible storage 
technology-based resource with a duration of 12 hours or longer that is available for unlimited 
dispatch by CPS Energy. 
 

B. POINTS OF DELIVERY 

A Proposal must state a point of delivery (“POD”) for the product which is where the PPA price 
and compensation will be settled.  For delivery from an ERCOT transmission connected resource, 
a price must be quoted for a POD at the Resource Node and another price for a POD at either the 
HB North or HB South.   
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For delivery from a distribution connected resource, a price must be quoted for a POD at the 
Distribution Generation Resource (“DGR”) Node or Settlement-Only Distribution Generator 
(“SODG”) Node, and another price for a POD at Load Zone-CPS Energy.   

C. POINTS OF INTERCONNECTION 

Transmission connected resources must be located within the ERCOT grid and participate in the 
ERCOT market.  The ERCOT grid includes the 138 kV and 345 kV bulk electric system (BES) 
transmission facilities owned by CPS Energy (the “CPS Energy BES”).  Respondent is 
responsible for securing and paying all costs of the ERCOT interconnection up to the point of 
interconnection including applicable ERCOT fees associated with registration and qualification 
and considering such costs in its proposed price.  Proposals for transmission connected resources 
must include documentation showing that the resource is on track to achieve interconnection by 
the date indicated in Respondent's project schedule.  At a minimum, the documentation must 
include proof that an ERCOT Screening Study has been initiated.  Respondent must follow the 
interconnection process and procedures outlined in ERCOT protocols, guides and other binding 
documents.  See the attached Exhibit H, entitled “ERCOT Interconnection Requirements” for a 
link to ERCOT Planning Guide and other documents. 
 
Transmission connected resources that will be interconnected to the CPS Energy BES must also 
meet certain siting requirements, including but not limited to: 
 

1. Respondent must obtain and transfer to CPS Energy transmission easements, switchyard 
property, and access to switchyard within their property. 

2. The switchyard site to be transferred to CPS Energy must be within a mile of an existing 
transmission line. 

3. Respondent must obtain any additional transmission easements, switchyard property, and 
access required from other landowners. 

 
Distribution connected resources must be located within the CPS Energy electric delivery service 
territory and must be connected to the CPS Energy distribution system with all interconnection 
costs to be paid by Respondent. For purposes of its Proposal, a Respondent should assume 
estimated interconnection costs of $500,000.  Pricing and terms will be finalized after the site 
selection, which shall reflect actual costs incurred.  Distribution Connected projects must comply 
with the latest version of the CPS Energy Distributed Generation (“DG”) Manual. See the 
attached Exhibit I, entitled “CPS Energy Distribution Interconnection Requirements” for a link 
to the CPS Energy DG Manual. 

D. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

A Proposal must comply with the provisions of Presidential Executive Order 13920 (E.O. 13920) 
issued May 1, 2020, titled ‘‘Securing the United States Bulk-Power System” (“BPS”) which 
(among other things) prohibits any acquisition, importation, transfer, or installation of BPS 
electric equipment by any person or with respect to any property to which a foreign adversary or 
an associated national thereof has any interest, that poses an undue risk to the BPS, the security 
or resiliency of U.S. critical infrastructure or the U.S. economy, or U.S. national security. 
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If and when Respondents enter into the Agreements, Respondents must provide and maintain a 
current SOC 2 Type 2 report, as specified in the CPS Energy Physical and Cyber Security 
Provisions.  Respondents are directed to the Draft Form Agreements for details concerning this 
and other requirements of these provisions. 
 
If and when a Respondent is working on a CPS Energy information system or industrial controls 
system, the Respondent must comply with both the CPS Energy Information Systems Use Policy 
and the CPS Energy Enterprise Cyber Security Policy (Non-NERC).  See the attached Exhibit J, 
entitled “Information Systems Use Policy” and the attached Exhibit K, entitled “Enterprise 
Cyber Security Policy (Non-NERC) for a form of both policies. 
 
A Proposal must include a description of the operational control scheme for the proposed 
resource. CPS Energy prefers to be the Qualified Scheduling Entity (“QSE”) for all resources 
where it will be the majority off-taker.   
 
A Proposal must include a description of the metering and communications for the resource, 
including the location of meters used for measuring the net output of the resource, the control 
system for the resource, and the communication systems between the resource and any CPS 
Energy control function.  
 
A Proposal must include a single-line electrical drawing reflecting (as applicable) the solar panel 
system, battery system, generators, inverters, step up transformer, and disconnecting means to 
the overhead/underground point of demarcation.  
 
Respondents are encouraged to detail any recommendations, processes, planning, or tools that 
will enable their resource to be or remain successful.  
 
Respondents should be sure to provide any additional information that hasn’t been requested that 
will help clarify their Proposal and allow CPS Energy to conduct a thorough evaluation of the 
Proposal. 
 

E. TEXAS PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

Respondent acknowledges and agrees that all records, documents, drawings, plans, specifications 
and other materials it provides in response to this RFP are subject to the provisions of the Public 
Information Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 552.  If Respondent believes information or 
materials submitted to CPS Energy constitute trade secrets, proprietary information or other 
information that is excepted from disclosure under the Public Information Act, Respondent shall 
be solely responsible for specifically and conspicuously designating that information by placing 
“CONFIDENTIAL” in the center header of each such page affected and where indicated in the 
Portal, as it determines to be appropriate. Should a request for information be made, CPS Energy 
shall provide notice of such request to affected respondents, who will then have an opportunity to 
file an objection to disclosure. 
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F. DRAFT FORM PPAS AND TERM SHEETS 

Draft form PPAs and Term Sheets (collectively, “Draft Form Agreements”) addressing one or 
more of the Products will be posted to the Portal for review by Respondents.  See the attached 
Exhibit G, entitled “Draft Form Agreements” for more detail on the Draft Form Agreements. The 
Draft Form Agreements provide further specific details regarding each of the Products, such as 
conditions precedent, commercial operation date and performance guarantees, security posting, 
interconnection, operations, metering, scheduling, compensation, and CPS Energy optional 
purchase of the resource.   

G. PURCHASE OPTION 

A Proposal may provide to CPS Energy a purchase option that CPS Energy can exercise to acquire 
the resource for its appraised fair market value at a specified time or times during, or at the end of, 
the PPA term (“Purchase Option”).  Respondent is directed to the Draft Form Agreements for 
details concerning the specific requirements and terms of the Purchase Option.  A Purchase Option 
must also include an exercise price (resource acquisition price) and expiration date (resource 
acquisition year) for the proposed Purchase Option.  CPS Energy will evaluate the Purchase Option 
exercise price and the Purchase Option exercise year during the Quantitative Evaluation process 
described in this RFP.  If the Purchase Option allows for immediate exercise, and CPS Energy 
selects the Purchase Option as a Finalist, CPS Energy may elect to enter an asset purchase 
agreement or other similar agreement with the Respondent rather than a PPA. 

H. IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP 

CPS Energy has been an economic engine for the greater San Antonio area for over 75 years. We 
take great pride in contributing to the economic well-being of the Greater San Antonio 
community by leveraging our buying power to benefit our community.  We also believe strongly 
in working with partners that can help fuel economic growth through any combination of job 
creation, workforce development and capital investment in the San Antonio area.  Proposals will 
be evaluated, in part, based on community investment commitments that contribute to the local 
economy and community.  We are specifically interested in initiatives that align with the 
following areas but strongly encourage firms to be as creative as they would like in preparing 
proposals. 
 

1. Employment Creation 
2. Capital Investments 
3. Business Mentoring Programs 
4. Educational Funding And Training Opportunities 

 
Community Stewardship components of a Proposal will be reviewed as part of the qualitative 
evaluation described in Section IV of this RFP.  See attached Exhibit A entitled “Information 
Required for Qualitative Evaluation” for detailed information on the data and documents that 
Respondents must provide for review of Community Stewardship. 
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III. PROPOSAL FORMAT & SUBMITTAL 

A. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS   

A Proposal is considered the aggregate of the information uploaded by Respondents to the Portal.  
The information required is specified in the “Commercial”, “Technical” and “Pricing” tabs 
identified in the Portal (for example, product, technology, capacity, efficiency, price, etc.) 
(“Information”).   
 
The Information is in the form of data entered directly into cells on the respective tabs, and written 
documents that are uploaded where indicated on the Portal.  The Portal is designed to accept the 
majority (as much as practical) of the Information as data, restricting the data entry to only certain 
eligible types and values.  The purpose is to ensure the Information entered is consistent across all 
Respondents and Proposals such that CPS Energy can consistently, fairly and quickly organize the 
Information and evaluate the Proposals and minimize the amount of written (e.g. PDF, DOC) 
documents that CPS Energy must review and interpret.   
 
Respondents are strongly advised to carefully review the Draft Form Agreement relevant to their 
proposed products prior to uploading information to the Portal.  If and when a Respondent is 
selected for negotiation of an Agreement, CPS Energy will utilize the Information submitted to 
populate the relevant portions of the Agreements for that Respondent.  Respondents should upload 
information with the understanding that it will ultimately result in binding contract terms.   
 
Respondent may submit multiple Proposals using the following rules to differentiate among the 
Proposals: 
 

 A single construction phase of a resource at one site = one Proposal 
 Different capacity or initial delivery year or POD or price = different Proposal 
 Multiple construction phases at one site = multiple Proposals 
 Different Product at same site = different Proposal 
 Different site = different Proposal 

 
Respondent must generate and provide a unique name for each of its Proposals (“Proposal 
Name”) by using the proposal naming tool provided on the Portal.   The Proposal Name is a 
combination of key data entries for a Proposal.  The resulting Proposal Name must thereafter be 
used by the Respondent when referring to the Proposal and must be inserted into the file name of 
each document for the Proposal uploaded by the Respondent.  The purpose of the Proposal Name 
is to allow CPS Energy to more easily identify and differentiate among Proposals and documents 
particularly if the volume of Proposals received is relatively large. 

B. PROPOSAL WRITTEN DOCUMENTS 

Written documents must be text-searchable PDF (portable document format, non-zipped) and must 
contain documents reproduced directly from the native document (i.e. Word, Excel, MicroStation, 
AutoCAD).  Scanned images and documents will be considered irregular and may be rejected.     
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C. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS  

Exhibits to this RFP summarize the Information that must be uploaded by Respondents to the 
Portal.  These include Exhibit A, entitled “Information for Qualitative Evaluation” and Exhibit B, 
entitled ”Information Required for Quantitative Evaluation” attached hereto.  Respondents are 
directed to the tabs in the Portal to review all of the information and the specific type and 
level of detail that must be provided. That level of detail is not provided in the exhibits.   

D. FIRM PROPOSAL 

Each Proposal shall be firm, not subject to price escalation, and binding for one hundred eighty 
(180) days from the date the Proposals are due under this RFP.     

E. TAXES 

CPS Energy, a municipally owned electric and gas utility, is a TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION.  
CPS Energy is exempt from certain sales and use taxes with respect to the purchase price of 
materials, supplies, equipment and consumables purchased under a separate contract.  CPS Energy 
will provide a Sales Tax-Exemption Certificate upon request.   

F. INSURANCE 

The insurance requirements that must be met by Respondent are summarized below.  This 
summary is provided for information only.  Respondent is directed to the Draft Form Agreements 
for details concerning the specific requirements.  If a conflict arises between this summary, the 
requirements in the Draft Form Agreement, or executed agreement between Respondent and CPS 
Energy, the executed agreement shall govern. 
 
Respondent agrees to carry and keep insurance in full force during the Term of any Agreements 
sufficient to fully protect CPS Energy from all damages, claims, suits and/or judgments including, 
but not limited to, errors, omissions, violations, fees and penalties caused or claimed to have been 
caused by, or in connection with the performance or failure to perform under the Agreements by 
Respondent, Respondent’s agents or employees, a Respondent’s Subcontractor(s), or its agents or 
employees.  Respondent’s insurance shall be primary to and non-contributory with any self-
insurance and/or insurance maintained by CPS Energy.  Should the Minimum Insurance 
Requirements of CPS Energy change, the Respondent shall be notified in writing and Respondent 
shall have sixty (60) days to meet the new requirements.  Should the new requirements add 
materially to Respondent’s cost, Respondent should notify CPS Energy and request adjustment in 
Respondent’s compensation. 

G. CONFLICT OF INTEREST ATTESTATION 

Respondent must complete and submit the conflict of interest attestation summarized in the 
Disclosure exhibit of this RFP.  The Respondent and each entity holding an equity stake in such 
Respondent shall respond either “yes” or “no” to each of the questions in the Disclosure.  If the 
response is “yes” to any question(s), a detailed explanation of the circumstances shall be provided.  
Failure to either respond to the questions or provide adequate explanations may preclude 
consideration of the Proposal and require its rejection.  The term “affiliate” shall mean any entity 
which owns a substantial interest in or is owned in common with the entity signing the form, or 
any entity in which the entity signing the form owns a substantial interest.  
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IV. EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCESS 

A. EVALUATION PROCESS 

The Solicitation will comply with applicable CPS Energy procurement policies and procedures.  
The Proposal evaluation process will include both qualitative and quantitative components.   
 
The evaluation process begins with a screen to identify and remove from further evaluation 
Proposals that are incomplete or do not comply with the basic requirements of the Solicitation 
(“Threshold Screen”).  Examples of situations where a Proposal fails the Threshold Screen 
include, but are not limited to, 1) the proposed product is not compliant with the Product 
definitions, 2) a substantial number of data fields in the Portal are incomplete; 3) key Information 
necessary to complete a comprehensive evaluation have not been uploaded. 
 
Proposals that pass the Threshold Screen will then enter a detailed qualitative and quantitative 
evaluation.  In evaluating Proposals, CPS Energy, in its sole discretion, will give weight and 
importance to the evaluation criteria listed below: 
 

1. Project Feasibility;  

2. Project Capability;  

3. Counterparty Profile; 

4. Community Stewardship; 

5. Price and Overall Cost to CPS Energy.  

B. ADDITIONAL RIGHTS 

CPS Energy may, in its sole discretion, at any time during the Solicitation: 

1. Appoint evaluation committees to review Proposals, seek the assistance of outside 
technical experts and consultants in Proposal evaluation, and seek or obtain data from any 
source that has the potential to improve the understanding and evaluation of the responses 
to this RFP. 

2. Revise and modify, at any time before the Deadline for Proposal Submittal, the factors it 
will consider in evaluating Proposals and to otherwise revise or expand its evaluation 
methodology.   

3. Hold interviews and meetings to conduct discussions and exchange correspondence with 
either all Respondents or only those with Proposals that CPS Energy elects to select for 
detailed discussions (“Shortlisted Proposals”) in order to seek an improved understanding 
and evaluation of an individual Respondent’s Proposal. 

4. Issue a new RFP. 

5. Cancel or withdraw the entire RFP or any part thereof. 
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C. CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT 

If and when a Proposal becomes a Shortlisted Proposal, the associated Respondent must upload an 
executed version of a confidentiality agreement (“Confidentiality Agreement” or “CA”) prior to 
commencement of interviews.  CPS Energy will post a draft form of the CA to the Portal at the 
time of shortlisting for the Respondent to review and upload with requested changes (if any).  CPS 
Energy expects to execute a CA that is substantially similar to the draft form CA that will be 
provided.  Failure by the Respondent to negotiate requested changes to the CA (if any) with CPS 
Energy and gain execution of the CA by both parties may result in the disqualification of the 
Respondent from further participation in the Solicitation.  Depending upon the CA submitted, CPS 
Energy may require additional confidentiality obligations with collaborating entities. 

D. ACCEPTANCE AND REJECTION OF PROPOSALS 

CPS Energy may or may not award an Agreement after analysis and evaluation of the Proposals.  
CPS Energy reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, to waive minor formalities and 
irregularities, and to evaluate the Proposals to determine which, in CPS Energy’s sole judgment, 
represents the best value for the Products requested.   

E. EXCEPTIONS 

Respondent is required to provide comments to the Draft Form Agreement relevant to its proposed 
Product(s) in the form of a redline as part of its Proposal.  The proposed changes must be specific 
and include a detailed explanation and supporting rationale for each.  General comments, drafting 
notes and footnotes such as “parties to discuss” will be disregarded and not negotiated.  CPS 
Energy expects to execute agreements that are substantially similar to the form agreements 
provided.  Exceptions to the Draft Form Agreements requested by a Respondent will be reviewed 
as part of the qualitative evaluation described in Section IV of this RFP. 

F. CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS 

In anticipation of an award, there will be a period of negotiations to finalize the agreement(s) 
between the parties.  An Agreement, including all terms, conditions, exhibits, and attachments 
must be executed by both CPS Energy and the successful Respondent in order to create a binding 
enforceable agreement between CPS Energy and the successful Respondent.   

G. COST RESPONSIBILITY 

Respondent shall bear its own expenses in connection with the Solicitation including, but not 
limited to, the negotiation and preparation of the Agreements. 

H. EXCLUSIVITY 

If and when a Proposal becomes a Shortlisted Proposal, from that date through the date of 
execution by both Parties of an Agreement, the Respondent and/or its affiliates shall not execute 
an agreement with any other party for the sale of energy and/or capacity from the underlying 
Resource(s) such that the Resource(s) would no longer be able to provide to CPS Energy the energy 
and/or capacity described in the Shortlisted Proposal. 

I. PUBLICITY 

The Parties intend to issue joint public announcements, in the form of press releases, case studies, 
and/or other materials, containing content mutually agreed to by the Parties, upon execution of the 
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Agreements.  Neither Party shall use the name, logo, or any other indicia of the other Party in any 
public statement, press release, other public relations or marketing materials, the identity of the 
other Party, or any underlying information with respect to the Agreement(s) at any time without 
the prior written consent of the other Party, which it may withhold in such other Party’s sole 
discretion.  Prior to making any such permitted use, each Party shall provide for the other Party’s 
review and approval any publicity materials.  Any and all goodwill from use of CPS Energy’s 
name, logo, or indicia will inure to CPS Energy’s sole and exclusive benefit. 

J. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

While preliminary selection, due diligence and even detailed negotiations and other processes 
could transpire to ensure critical progress is made, any action taken to award an agreement by CPS 
Energy may be subject to approval by the CPS Energy Board of Trustees and may not be final 
until such approval process has been completed.  No payment can be made for action taken or 
Services started prior to the execution of an agreement by both parties. 
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EXHIBIT A – INFORMATION FOR QUALITATIVE EVALUATION 

A summary of the information that must be uploaded to the Portal by Respondents for purposes of 
the qualitative evaluation is provided below.  The required information differs among the product 
types.  This is provided for information only.  Respondents are directed to the tabs in the 
Portal to review all of the information and the specific type and level of detail that must be 
provided for each product type. That level of detail is not provided in this Exhibit.  In the 
case of conflict between this summary and the detail identified in the Portal, the detailed 
identified in the Portal shall govern.  
 
Project Feasibility 

1. Proposals must describe the resource technology including a description of key aspects, 
features, benefits, drawbacks, history of its development and current status of deployment 
for utility scale operations.  

2. Proposals must state a point of delivery where the PPA price will be settled.  For delivery 
from an ERCOT transmission connected resource, a price must be quoted for a POD at the 
Resource Node and another price for a POD at either the HB North or HB South.   For 
delivery from a distribution connected resource, a price must be quoted for a POD at the 
Distribution Generation Resource (“DGR”) Node or Settlement-Only Distribution 
Generator (“SODG”) Node, and another price for a POD at Load Zone-CPS Energy. 

3. Proposals for transmission connected resources must include documentation showing that 
the resource is on track to achieve interconnection by the date indicated in Respondent's 
project schedule.  At a minimum, the documentation must include proof that an ERCOT 
Screening Study has been initiated. 

4. Proposals for transmission connected resources that will interconnect with the CPS Energy 
Bulk Electric System must include documentation showing that the following requirements 
have been satisfied or will be satisfied by the date indicated in Respondent’s project 
schedule;  Switchyard site must be adjacent to existing transmission line, Respondent must 
provide transmission easements, switchyard property, and access to switchyard within their 
property, Respondent must obtain any additional transmission easements, switchyard 
property, and access required from other landowners.  If the resource will be located outside 
the City of San Antonio, all of the above requirements plus that the resource must be 
adjacent to switchyard or less than 1 mile from switchyard. 

5. Proposals for distribution connected resources must include documentation showing that 
the resource is on track to achieve interconnection by the date indicated in Respondent's 
project schedule.  Distribution connected resources must be located within the CPS Energy 
electric delivery service territory and must be connected to the CPS Energy distribution 
system with all interconnection costs to be paid by Respondent.  Interconnection must be 
on a 13 kV or 35 kV CPS Energy distribution circuit with a maximum resource energy 
capability between 5-9.95 MWac and with the aggregate capability at each substation node 



21 
 

not exceeding 10 MWac.  Proposals must include documentation confirming that 
Respondent has factored distribution interconnection costs of $500,000 into its proposed 
pricing. Pricing and terms will be finalized after the site selection, which shall reflect actual 
costs incurred.  Distribution Connected projects must comply with the CPS Energy DG 
Manual.  

6. Proposals involving gas-fired resources must include proof of natural gas supply and 
interconnection satisfactory to CPS Energy.  Proof includes copies of gas supply contracts, 
gas transportation agreements, and gas management services agreements proving gas 
supply sufficient for delivery of maximum natural gas demand is/will be established per 
Respondent's project schedule.  

7. Proposals must include proof of water supply and conveyance satisfactory to CPS Energy.  
Proof includes copies of water supply contracts, conveyance agreements, water rights 
agreements and related documents proving water supply sufficient for delivery of 
maximum water demand is/will be established per the date specified in Respondent's 
project schedule.  

8. Proposals must include proof of Site Control satisfactory to CPS Energy.  Proof of site 
control includes copies of title, lease, option to lease documents proving control is/can be 
established per the per the date specified in the Respondent's project schedule.   

9. Proposals involving existing resources must describe current condition of existing facilities 
and any capital improvements that are necessary to ensure reliability.  

10. Proposals must include a realistic and attainable project plan and schedule considering all 
permits and approvals, supply chain, site acquisition, interconnection and transmission. 

11. Proposals must include a description of Proposer’s decommissioning plan for the resource 
at the end of its life, even beyond the term of any Agreement, including plans for equipment 
removal, site cleanup and remediation with an emphasis on minimizing environmental 
impact.  Please provide a plan for recycling/reuse of any equipment that would be removed 
on decommissioning. 

12. If selected a Finalist, CPS Energy will enter into negotiations with Respondent towards 
execution of an Agreement.  A Draft Form Agreement applicable to the Product being 
proposed is provided as part of the RFP as a Microsoft Word document.  A Proposal must 
include the Draft Form Agreement relevant to the product being proposed with changes 
requested by Respondent (if any) shown in redline strikeout.  The proposed changes must 
be specific and include a detailed explanation and supporting rationale for each.  General 
comments, drafting notes and footnotes such as “parties to discuss” will be disregarded and 
not negotiated.  Proposed modifications to the Draft Form Agreement will be subject to 
negotiation between CPS Energy and Respondent.   

13. Proposals must include a financing plan for the proposed resource.  Respondent will be 
scored on the credibility of its plan to raise all tranches of capital needed to successfully 
close on both construction and permanent financing, which may include the following: 
debt, tax equity related to accelerated tax deprecation (5 year MACRS); tax equity for the 
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ITC and/or application for the Treasury’s Grant-in-lieu of ITC Program (if applicable), and 
Respondent’s own equity. 

 
Project Capability 

14. Solar proposals must include a forecast of the expected annual energy output of the 
resource performed using PVSyst, and a guaranteed annual output as a percentage of 
forecast.  Resources will be subject to annual review of metered output to determine 
compliance with guarantee. 

15. Solar plus Storage proposals must include a forecast of the expected annual energy output 
of the resource performed using PVSyst, and a guaranteed annual output as a percentage 
of forecast.  Resources will be subject to annual review of output to determine compliance 
with guarantee. 

16. Proposals must state a maximum storage duration. 

17. Proposals must state the allowed storage cycles per day. 

18. Proposals must state the time required to charge the resource from minimum to maximum 
state of charge. 

19. Proposals must include a Capacity Guarantee.  Resources will be subject to annual test with 
test results adjusted to guarantee conditions to determine compliance with guarantee. 

20. Proposals must include both a guaranteed equivalent forced outage rate (EFOR) rate and a 
guaranteed equivalent availability factor (EAF).   

21. Proposals must state the load ramping rate of the resource from minimum load to maximum 
load as a percentage of contract capacity 

22. Proposals must state the minimum load of the resource as a percentage of contract capacity.  

23. Proposals must state allowable starts per day. 

24. Proposals must state the ability of the resource to provide ancillary services (regulation, 
spinning reserves, non-spinning reserves, load following, black start).  

25. Proposals must include documentation of the expected CO2 emission rate in lb/MWh.  

26. Proposals must include documentation of the expected NOx emission rate in lb/MMBtu. 

27. Proposals for existing resources must include documentation of all Notice of Violation 
(NOV) and Notice of Enforcement (NOE) issued by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 

28. Proposals must include documentation of the expected water consumption rate of the 
resource in gallons per MWh.  
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Counterparty Profile 

29. Proposals must provide safety information for the most recent three (3) years including an 
annual statement of worker’s compensation Experience Modification Rating (EMR), the 
OSHA Recordable Injury Rates (RIR) and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) SIC 
Code RIR > 1.0, the OSHA citation history.  

30. Respondent must provide an electronic copy of its safety manual.  Respondents with safety 
manuals that have not been updated to meet current OSHA standards within the last twelve 
(12) months may be disqualified.  Respondent must also provide a statement of 
Respondent’s ability to provide an individual that has completed the OSHA thirty (30) hour 
outreach training course; will be committed and available to support the Services to be 
performed under the Proposal; and will be responsive in a timely manner to CPS Energy’s 
request for participation in safety events, analysis and/or sessions. 

31. Proposal must include a list of any citations, notices of violation, legal proceedings, fines, 
or project terminations that any Federal, State, local regulatory agency or department, 
corporation, or individual has issued to or against Respondent, or any employee of 
Respondent while that employee was working for Respondent, during the past three (3) 
years (“Citations”).  For each Citation, state the nature of the Citation and the date of its 
resolution, together with the contact person for Respondent who could address any 
questions about the matter.  If there are no Citations, Respondent shall provide such a 
statement. 

32. Respondent must complete and submit the Responsible Respondent Questionnaire 
summarized in the Responsible Respondent Questionnaire exhibit to this RFP.  Respondent 
and each entity holding an equity stake in such Respondent shall respond either “yes” or 
“no” to each of the questions in the Questionnaire.  If the response is “yes” to any 
question(s), a detailed explanation of the circumstances shall be provided.  Failure to either 
respond to the questions or provide adequate explanations may preclude consideration of 
the Proposal and require its rejection.  The term “affiliate” shall mean any entity which 
owns a substantial interest in or is owned in common with the entity signing the form, or 
any entity in which the entity signing the form owns a substantial interest.  

33. Proposals must include a Business Questionnaire summarized in the Business 
Questionnaire exhibit to this RFP.  The Business Questionnaire assists CPS Energy, who 
is a federal contractor for reporting its contracting activity to the federal government, in 
identifying Respondent’s business, if applicable, as Local, Small, and/or Diverse in 
accordance with the definitions/descriptions in the Questionnaire. 

34. Proposals must include a description of Respondent’s experience developing resources 
similar to that proposed.  Additional review of Respondent's direct development 
experience, positive or negative third-party references, and industry reputation may result 
in the Respondent receiving a higher or lower score than application of the above criteria 
would otherwise indicate. 
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35. Proposals must include information on the credit ratings and audited financial statements 
of Respondent. 

36. Proposals must include information on the short-term balance sheet analysis, internal cash 
flow generation and short-term liquidity sources of Respondent. 

37. Proposals must include information on the capital structure composition, debt profile, long 
term balance sheet analysis of Respondent. 

38. Proposals must include information on the operational history, corporate structure and 
profitability (history/trends) of Respondent. 

 
Community Stewardship 

39. Proposals must state the number of full-time, permanent jobs that will be created in San 
Antonio, details regarding the types of jobs (i.e., roles/functions/titles) and the number of 
positions for each respectively by year.  A full-time, permanent job means 2,080 straight-
time paid hours in a fiscal year with benefits. 

40. Proposals must provide details and dollar value of permanent capital investment that 
company intends on making in San Antonio (i.e., office lease, warehouse lease, land 
purchase, etc.) and any timeline associated with these investments. 

41. Proposals must provide details describing a mentoring program that provides workforce 
developmental assistance and business opportunities for small, local and/or 
diverse/minority-owned businesses in the San Antonio area as part of the project. 

42. Proposals must provide details regarding the Respondents commitment to educational 
funding and the nature or type of that funding that is included.  The nature or type should 
be focused on academic opportunities to develop clean technology education at the primary 
and/or secondary school level with emphasis on STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics) programs, and a commitment to paid internships or training opportunities. 

43. Each Proposal must state whether an owner, equity holder, partner, member or principal of 
Respondent is a manufacturer, supplier, distributor or provider (“Provider”) of 
technology-related systems, equipment, components, parts, technologies and/or services. 
If so, the Proposal must state the name, address and state of organization of such Provider, 
describe the nature of the Provider’s business, and a description of where the Resource 
supplies and materials will be sourced from, as well as the percentage, if any, of such 
sourcing: 

- outside the USA (provide name and location) 

- in the USA, but outside the State of Texas (provide name and location) 

- in the state of Texas, but outside CPS Energy’s service territory 

- within CPS Energy’s service territory (provide name and location) 
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- by subcontractors of Respondent, if available 

- a commitment to offer subcontracting opportunities to industry-leading small, local 
and/or diverse/minority-owned businesses in accordance with CPS Energy 
Subcontracting Requirements. 

44. Respondent must provide information concerning any environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) Risk Rating score it has received from Sustainalytics, an established 
ESG rating agency.  Ratings must be based on disclosures in the public domain and not 
paid or otherwise influenced by Respondent.  Scores from other ESG rating agencies may 
be substituted in place of Sustainalytics ratings if they are substantially similar in rating 
methodology and quality. 

45. Respondent must complete and submit a Climate Equity Screening Tool form to allow CPS 
Energy to judge how the Proposal is/will prioritize the communities burdened the most by 
climate change and are most socially vulnerable to it.  The Climate Equity Screening Tool 
is used to evaluate a potential action with respect to five climate equity themes. 
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EXHIBIT B – INFORMATION FOR QUANTITATIVE EVALUATION 

A summary of the information that must be uploaded by the Respondent to the Portal for purposes 
of the quantitative evaluation is provided below.  This is provided for information only 
Respondents are directed to the tabs in the Portal to review all of the information and the 
specific type and level of detail that must be provided. That level of detail is not provided in 
this Exhibit.  In the case of conflict between this summary and the detail identified in the 
Portal, the detailed identified in the Portal shall govern.  
 
Storage Technologies 

 Battery age (if existing) (cycles) 
 In Service Date 
 Technology 
 Battery life (years) 
 Battery life (cycles) 
 Economic life (years) 
 Storage Capacity (MWh) 
 Battery capacity at hour ending 19 

(MW) 
 Nameplate Capacity (MW) 
 Annual capacity degradation (% of 

capacity (MW)) 
 Duration (hours) 
 Charge efficiency (%) 
 Discharge efficiency (%) 
 Power degradation (% of MW per 

year) 
 Minimum state of charge (%) 
 Maximum state of charge (%) 
 Round trip charging losses (%) 
 Maximum number of cycles allowed 

per day (cycles) 

 Maximum number of cycles allowed 
per month (cycles) 

 Maximum number of cycles allowed 
per week (cycles) 

 Maximum number of cycles allowed 
per year (cycles) 

 Maximum time battery can output at 
maximum generating capacity 
(hours) 

 Maximum generation capacity at 
CPS Energy peak hours (%) 

 Maintenance outages per year 
(number) 

 Forced outage rate (%) 
 Mean planned repair time (hours) 
 Mean forced repair time (hours) 
 CO2 emission rate (lb/MWh) 
 NOx emission rate (lb/MWh) 
 Capacity price ($/kW-month) 
 Purchase Option Year (year) 
 Purchase Option Price ($ thousands) 

 
Firming Technologies 

 For storage technologies, the above 
storage technology requirements 
apply 

 Number of units 
 Age of plant (if existing) (years) 
 Technical life (years) 
 Economic life (years) 

 Start fuel type (Dropdown list) 
 Generation fuel type (Dropdown list) 
 Average daily capacity (MW) 
 Capacity at hour ending 19 (MW) 
 Capacity (MW) 
 Summer capacity (MW) 
 Winter capacity (MW) 
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 Fuel start cost (MMBtu) 
 Unit start cost ($) 
 Unit start cost (including major 

maintenance) ($) 
 Minimum stable factor (generation 

level/nameplate capacity) (%) 
 Maximum ramp up rate 

(MW/minute) 
 Maximum ramp down rate 

(MW/minute) 
 Minimum run time after a start 

(hours) 
 Minimum down time after a 

shutdown (hours) 
 Maintenance outage rate (%) 
 Forced outage rate (%) 
 Mean planned repair time (hours) 
 Mean forced repair time (hours) 
 CO2 emission rate (lbs/MMBtu) 
 Hg emission rate (lbs/MMBtu) 
 NOx emission rate (lbs/MMBtu) 
 SO2 emission rate (lbs/MMBtu) 
 Particulates emission rate 

(lbs/MMBtu) 
 Average heat rate (daily) (Btu/kWh) 
 Heat rate function (Var_A - constant 

term, Var_B - 1st order polynomial, 
Var_C - 2nd order polynomial, 
Var_D - 3rd order polynomial) 

(MMBtu/hr, Btu/kWh, Btu/kWh², 
Btu/kWh³) 

 Summer heat rate (Btu/kWh) 
 Winter heat rate (Btu/kWh) 
 Minimum load of the Project (at ISO 

conditions) (MW) 
 Maximum load of the Project (at ISO 

conditions) (MW) 
 Heat rate at minimum load with 1 

CT running (MW) 
 Heat rate at maximum load with all 

CTs running (with duct firing) (MW) 
 Heat rate at maximum load with all 

CTs running (without duct firing) 
(MW) 

 Capacity price ($/kW-month) 
 Variable O&M price ($/MWh) 
 Variable O&M price escalation 

(%/yr) 
 Variable O&M price (without major 

maintenance) ($/MWh) 
 Variable O&M price (without major 

maintenance) escalation (%/yr) 
 Fuel Management, Contracting, 

Scheduling cost ($/month) 
 Purchase Option Year (year) 
 Purchase Option Price ($ thousands) 

 

 
Solar Technologies

 System age (if existing) 
 In Service Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 
 Rating factor (8760 shape of 

generation output in Excel) (MW, 
Excel) 

 PVSyst file (PDF) 
 Technical life (years) 
 Site Latitude (degrees) 
 Site Longitude (degrees) 
 Point of interconnection 
 ERCOT point of delivery 

 Economic life (years) 
 Capacity (MW) 
 Capacity at hour ending 19 (MW) 
 Average daily capacity (MW) 
 Power degradation (annual) (%) 
 Minimum guaranteed energy level 

(%) 
 Maintenance outage rate (%) 
 Forced outage rate (%) 
 Mean repair time (hours) 
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 Energy Price ($/MWh) at Resource 
Node 

 Energy Price ($/MWh) at HB North 
or HB South 

 Solar + Storage Melded Energy Price 
($/MWh) at Resource Node 

 Solar + Storage Melded Energy Price 
($/MWh) at HB North or HB South 

 Solar + Storage Indicative Solar 
Energy Price at Resource Node 
(information only) ($/MWh) 

 Solar + Storage Indicative Storage 
Capacity price at Resource Node 
(information only) ($/kw-mo) 
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EXHIBIT C – INFORMATION ON MOST VALUABLE HOURS 

The following tables summarize the forecast value of energy to CPS Energy for a typical day in 
each month for the years 2025 and 2030.  Values are expressed as the percent of the annual average 
value.  This is provided for information only.  Respondents are directed to the Portal for the 
most recent version of this information.  In the case of conflict between this information and 
the information provided in the Portal, the form provided in the Portal shall govern. 
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EXHIBIT D – RESPONSIBLE RESPONDENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

A form of the Responsible Respondent Questionnaire is provided below.  This is provided for 
information only.  Respondents are directed to the Portal for the draft form Responsible 
Respondent Questionnaire that must be completed and uploaded to the Portal.  In the case 
of conflict between this form and the form provided in the Portal, the form provided in the 
Portal shall govern.  
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EXHIBIT E – DISCLOSURE 

A form of the Conflict of Interest Attestation is provided below for information only.  
Respondents are directed to the Portal for the Conflict of Interest Attestation that must be 
completed and uploaded to the Portal.  In the case of conflict between this form and the 
form provided in the Portal, the form provided in the Portal shall govern.  
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EXHIBIT F – BUSINESS QUESTIONNAIRE 

A form of the Business Questionnaire is provided below.  This is provided for information 
only.  Respondents are directed to the Portal for the Business Questionnaire that must be 
completed and uploaded to the Portal.  In the case of conflict between this form and the 
form provided in the Portal, the form provided in the Portal shall govern.  
 
  



41 
 

 
  



42 
 



43 
 

EXHIBIT G – DRAFT FORM AGREEMENTS 

Respondents are directed to the Portal for the Draft Form Agreements that must be 
redlined and uploaded to the Portal.    
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EXHIBIT H – ERCOT INTERCONNECTION REQUIREMENTS 

Respondents are directed to the ERCOT website for the latest ERCOT Interconnection 
Requirements (http://www.ercot.com/services/rq/integration). 
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EXHIBIT I – CPS ENERGY DISTRIBUTION INTERCONNECTION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Respondents are directed to the CPS Energy website for the latest CPS Energy 
Distribution Interconnection Requirements 
(https://www.cpsenergy.com/content/dam/corporate/en/Documents/Distributed%20Generation%
20Manual.pdf) 
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EXHIBIT J – INFORMATION SYSTEM USE POLICY 

A form of the CPS Energy Information System Use Policy is provided below.  This is provided 
for information only.  Respondents are directed to the Portal for the most current CPS 
Energy Information System Use Policy.  In the case of conflict between this form and the 
form provided in the Portal, the form provided in the Portal shall govern.  
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EXHIBIT K – ENTERPRISE CYBER SECURITY POLICY (NON-NERC) 

A form of the CPS Energy Enterprise Cyber Security Policy (Non-NERC) is provided below.  
This is provided for information only.  Respondents are directed to the Portal for the most 
current CPS Energy Cyber Security Policy (Non-NERC).  In the case of conflict between 
this form and the form provided in the Portal, the form provided in the Portal shall govern.  
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